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Education
Minister Rails
Against Lack
Of Funding

Ry Cuin Crax
AND BeEN Woobs
THE CAMDONA DANY

Ecducation Minister Tm Sethy
vesterday accused the Miadsiry of
Feonomy and Finance of conssi-
ently faihig (o disburse sufficlent
furds to the education sector, for
cing it fo vely heavily on forelgn
aid to achieve reforms,

Eschewing o prepared speech
during an education workshop
hosted by the European Union
{10 @ the Cambodians Hoel in
Fhuom Penh yesterdhy, My, Sedy
said the Ministry of Education has
received a smaller proportion of
the government’s intal budget
every year since 2007 —funds es
sential o inceadng student enrol
ment and raising teachers” ow
salaries,

“Ts be blunt.new the propor-
gon lof education spending] is
decreasing, so the Mindstry of
Eronomy and Faunce needs tn
ke this nto account,” Mr, Sethy
sutie] e spoech o e workshap,

“The Finance Ministry doesn't
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Peotesters use slingshots 10 Jaunch stones at riot police during dashes near Qasr el-Nil bridge in Caire

yesterday. Egypt's army chiel said politicel unrest was pushing the stofe o the brink of collapse—a
stark worning as Coiro's first freely electod foader struggles to curb bioody sireet viclence.

Burma’s Police Used Phosphorus on Protesters

By Toomas Fooien

THE HIEW Y0RK BiES
FANGROK - A group of lywyers ine
vestigating a violent craclddown n
Burm that left Buddbist monks
and villagers with eerious bums
has conchided that police used
white phosphorus, & muinition nor
mally reserved for warfare, to dis-
perse prolesters,

The suppression in Novermboer
of a protest oulside a canboversial
copper mine in central Burma
shicked the Bunnese public after
images of ariticatly injured monls
circulated throughout the country.
It also gave rise to fears that the
civilim governnient of Pregident

from Phnom Penh

to the world.
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Thein Sein, which came o powet
in 2011, was using e same re
pressive methods as the miltary
governments that preceded i,

Burmese allorneys mgethor
with ¢ ULS, human tiehts lawver
gathered evidence at the site of
the profest, inchuding a metal can-
istey that protesters sald wae Tired
by the police. The canister was
brought o g private horstory in
Bangrkok, where s techniclan de-
fermined thal residue inside il
cottained high levels of phosplic-
rus, Access 1o the canister and &
copy of the luboratory report
were provided (o a reporter,

“We are confident that they

ek st Do

UsDH 94‘5 I_'i'ra nkiurt

wsed @ murdioen that contained
phosphorus,” said U Theln Than
O, the head of the legal commit-
fee of the Upper Burma Lawyers
Metwork, which helped conduct
the Investigation. “They wanted
o warn the eatire popultion not
o profest: They wanted 1o inting-
dhate: the people.”

White phosphoriss has many
uses in wir—ag 8 smoke screen
or incendiary weapun—but is
sarely If ever used by police forces,

Reached vesterday, Zaow Hiay, s
director in the office of Thein Sen,
declined to comment an what lind
of weapon was used: “T eant say, 1
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AND ALSO
Babylon, Me Dreadlocks Be Gone

GAOBALPOST

The Tines, a Johannasburg
negsspaper, has reporled that a
groving number of people with
dreadiocks are having their lair
stodosn Jaspor Mursinmwa described
by i friend’s dreacs were stolen

while out partying al & lobannes
B cluts,

Runsinwa's frfend, Mutsa Ma
donke, was found passed out, and
his Hatle shom-—but smsually for

Sonth Afrca, bis mobile phone
and walled wery unlouched.

e demmand 8= thought o be
comting from the halrstvle read
of dhenedlock esdensiors—with e
wltienate being real hair rather
than svathetic-—ausd rendsedivrs
arewilling to ey for s natural Tooks.

Shaulderdength dreadiocks are
sold for between 322 1o 877 and
tonger drosad extensions can onst
s mch as 5277,
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Arnercan aclress AR EY D0 and her Seotish race car
driver hnshand BARKD PRANCHITR are ending thelr mamiage afler 11
veay, The movie sar, 4, and the ndisnapolis B mce car driver, 4,
inarvied i 9001 and have no children, “We have vrniually decidied to il
our marrige, Woell always be finily snd contiine (o chierish our relation
ship tused on the special love, mitegrly mod respeet wa heve abways
ensyod,” arepresentative for the cougrle told People magadne in o state
v N reason was glven for the splif. Judd, the daghier of
kA ICDE, starved io movies Tke "Double Jeopandy”
and “Migh Crimes” In recend years, she has tomed her atfention o
Bunanizrie work with AIDS sufferers and voung peaple, Tudd b
heen mientioned s a posable Demoonitie candidate for the U5, Senale
in 2004, altharsgth she has made no formal annotmcemend, (oders?

Funding ...
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know hiow 1o make policy at all”
the minister continued, himing
fromm the erowd ad angly point-
inge o finger al Chou Kimleng,
dersecretary of state at the Fi-
nance Ministry, whe was seated
onstage near M. Sethy and who
had just given the opeping re
wuwdes al the workshop

“As we can see, relorm can be
denrdincked by a deadlocked poli-
cy. 1t needs o be updated and
irnproviad,” My Sethy contioaed,

Ualng as an exaniple the cot-
struction of & pew building ansthe
National Instinute of Edueation,
My, Sethy said that when the
heileling’'s expense came in over
Bnscdgret, the Finanes Ministry nix
fused o give them move motiey.
He arlded it four lethers e per
sonsally semt o the ministry on the

stbject went unsiiswerned,

“Hut P thankiul o our pariner
fihie BLL] that helped us becse
sometines Cambodians don't lis
ters to each other. T thamkdul o
aur pariner, who siuck with us
aned saw he fssue angd resolved 1L
Mr. Sethy suid, going on (o ex
press his gratibude to the EU. for
spending 36 million 2ures, or
aboul S48.7 million, ou Canbadr
i cducation iidatives 1o date.

EU, Ambassador Jean-Fran-
cois Cautain—who at the worle
shop pledged an additional 37.2
million enres, ar ahot 5303 mil
Tion, toe Caunbodin's education see
for far 2014 to 20168-—satd the
EL s support for the educalion
sector should merely supple
s, et peplace, proper mding
by fhie govermnent.

*The support we are providing at
the E.UL should sot substituie
lack of support by the govern-
ment.. T shoudd be the other way

around,” Amhassacor Cautain said
o the sidelines of the worlashap,

" s something we say to the
governmment behind closed doors,
bt abs i public,” be added. “On
ihut, we are [ully alipned with the
minister {of c{!umliem] 4

Mr, Cautain added thal while
governmoent lunding for educae
tion has dsen over the padl few
yezrs, this Increase is not propos
donal to the growil in total slate
expendiisires,

“Whal we hive seen the last
yerrs i Uhal, even i in nodnal
tertnig, the badget for education has
ncressed, the pean:mi e which is
allocatesd flo] education of the lolal
gowverrenent budeet s decieasing,
so hal s aconcer foeus,” he sad.

“Usually, i vou look al other
caundries, a reasonable share
watld be aroungd 20 percent of the
total budeet of the government, |

{hink the kst Y, We e ol
16 pervent, going down from 19,

18" pereent 1 provious years, he
sicdeded,

Acvording w oficiad fmues, the
goverment allocated ahout 3280
siflinn 0 educadon for this year,
roughly 9.1 percerd of the 831 Lik
Tioans Lota] burlged by 202, funding
for eclucation was $245 million, or
abioul 84 percent of the hudgew

Eis contrast, some S4006 million
has heon appertioned to the de
tense and security sectors this
year, which amounts fo aban 13
pereert of all spending and a 173
percent increase over fast vear's
allecntion, with 5245 milion going
iy the Defense Minisiry alne.

But it was not abwines (his way,
a9 Mr. Sethy noted,

Lt 2007, SEA27 million wasg st
aside lor education, sbout 115
pereenl of that year's tolad budyet
atd an nerease of 24 poreent
aver the vear before,

Officials at the Finanee Ministry
yesterrday declined o comment.

Protesters...
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cat answer,” He said,

Jobu Hart, acsendor researcher at
fhie: Chienical Weapons Progiun
of the Stockholn ierationsl
Pence Research Tnstiiute, said by
email that although whire phos
phorus is nol considered a chen
cal wesipon under g BEAG inferma-
il conwvention, s banned from
uses that “cause death or other
bharm througth the foxic properiies
af the chermical”

One of the monks injured at
the protest, U Tikhanyana, 64,
has burns aver 40 percent of lis
Body aned wan flown Lo Bangkak
by the government becase Bur
ma does not have the facilities o
freal such a serouws case,

Two months after the eracke
down, Tikhanwana rerains in in-
tensive care, In an inteiview ves
terday in his hospital voom, Tk
hanyana described the moment
that the police came to disperse
the crowds in the predawn hows
of Noveniher 29,

“Fuaw a fireball heside me ad §
shutex] to born,” he said, "7 was
reddling on the ground 1o by o
iLout”

Dy, Chatchai Proksaponsg, &
Dun specialist treating Tikhanvae
na, said it appeared tat the monk
was seared with mme:&lﬂng g
verely fanunable,

Tikhanyana's wounds are st
Tar o those Twe secs with soldiers
injuresd by homb blasts i Thai-
land's souhern insurgency.

“Tear gas would definilely not
ause this kind of deep wonnd,”
Die, Chatehat said,

Burmese goverment officials
were cuoted] i the kxal news media
ws savintg that police had thrown
ke botnle” ol protestens,

Thie casister found at the ;,msim
site appe (f:ed ta have “smolke™
stencikad on i and looks similar in
appearance to sioke hand gre-
nades onee panufactoned by the
U5, said a secynity expert and for
mer colonel in a Ewopean army
wlio wanted to pemain snanymons
becavsee he has dealings in Bunna,
Such smoke grenades oot b
ing particles within a radius of

shsout 17 snetens he siid,

Roger Noermand, the ULS, hne
pian vighds lwver who helped
fnvestizaie the coackdown, said o
repord from e lawvers would e
seloasod Mo the next Jow days”

Normand arramged o have
the camister brought te the B
kole laboratory, which is can by
ALS, an Australisn company that
specilizes in testiog samples for
thedr chemical content.

In an interview, Normand sald
it wars “unheard of” for “highly
volatile and dangerous weapons”
to he used by police, “This mises
serious questions ghout who in
the military chain of consaand
ool have given the order to use
these weapons.”

The report prepared by Now
wand and the Bonmese Jawyers
has heen subimitted to Aung San
Sune Ky, the Nobel fawcate and

apposition feader, who was ajp

pointed by the government soon
after the crackdown (o lead a sep-
arate, official conmmission of in
quiry, The previse mandate of the
conrnission s unclear, as is the
firning of the release of the con

tssion’s fodings.

The povermment initally an-
nounced that the comaission
waild report s work on De-
centher 31 bud that was delayed
by e eoondh, By Be Ruther de-
faved becasse Suu Byt is curently
s a fivediny visit o South Kovea

The controversy over the copxer
wine centers on e government’s
attempt o relocate villagess in
prele to epand the mine, which is
coowned by g Chinese conypray
and the Burmese wmilitary. The
govermment ardered the disponsd
of protesters after sovertd wmonths
of intenniiten demonstrations,
The contraversy received wide-
spread coverage in the Burmese
media partly because Tand rights
have: beco a magor issue ae the
country opens up to the warkl

But & is a measure of the vik
laggers” resobve thial even alffer the
violent crackdown they say they
are refusing to back down, Aye
Wet, a villager who bas helpod lead
the protest moveanent, said by e
phone yesterday that villagers
were calling for “ustice lor all those
wounded b the crackdown.”



